Positional Paper regarding
Cannabis legalization.docx

by Zane Booyens

Submission date: 30-Sep-2023 10:13PM (UTC+0200)
Submission ID: 2181552146

File name: Arguement_against_refined.docx (45.58K)
Word count: 1899

Character count: 10714



FACULTY OF ECONOMIC AND

MANAGEMENT SCIENCES COVER
PAGE FOR GROUP ASSESSMENTS

MODULE CODE: EPAM 3725
FACILITATOR’S NAME: |Mr A. Du Plessis
DUE DATE: 01 October 2023

DECLARATION BY GROUP

We have read the University’s Policy on the Prevention of Plagiarism and Dealing
with Academic

Writing Misconduct:

We understand that we must:

1.

abide by all the directives of this Policy, the Assessment Policy, course
guides, specific and general regulations and assessment
requirements;

seek assistance if we are unsure about appropriate citation and referencing
techniques;

accept responsibility for having full knowledge of the Policy;

submit only our own work for any form of

assessment, except where: the work of others is

appropriately acknowledged; and

the assessor/moderator has required, or given prior permission
for, group or collaborative work to be submitted;

refrain from intentionally or negligently deceiving the reader by
preventing our own work from being copied by another student, who
may or may not have an intentional or negligent aim to deceive the
reader;

be aware that according to the Policy, measures for all Level Four
violations and repeated Levels One, Two and Three violations are
reported and investigated in accordance with the UFS Stafute on
Student Discipline (see Chapter XllII, pp 50-58); and

7. include with our assignment an electronic report of the software
rogramme if required/where applicable.
SURNAME INITIALS STUDENT NUMBER SIGNATURE
1 |Booyens Z A F PRPobReppRppgpdni
2|Lebek0 ILTM2020392680X
3 [Magagula IKPI > o bBFF KB PBPB X
4 INhlapo D M 2 0 2 0361 [F76 B X
5




Table of contents

Page 1 Introduction & argument against legalization of recreational cannabis sales

in South Africa

Page 2 Argument For the legalization of the sale of cannabis for recreational

purposes in South Africa & conclusion

Page 3 Reference list




o ale of recreational cannabis be for sale in South Africa?
Heading Numbers

Cannabis was illegal in South Africa however now it is decriminalized. This was because of
the internagigaal convention held in 1922 where several countries such as the United States
of Americﬁ Reitao _China and South Africa decided to ban the use of the substance
among other drug@SlEIGRINEEEE o5t countries have changed their stance. For example, the
Netherlands legalized cannabis in 1975. Portugal decriminalized cannabis in 2001. America
on a state level legalized cannabis in 2012. Canada legalized cannabis in 2018. While South
Africa decriminalized cannabis in 20alize the substance fully. Most recently
Thailand has legalized cannabis in 20 y the reasons why cannabis sales should
be illegal and why the sale should be legal this paper will disprove any argument against
cannabis legalization and provide supporting reason why cannabis should be legal for adults
in South Africa. Not only for medicinal purposes as it already is but for recreational purposes
which in turn will provide several benefits. In essence, this paper supports the legalization of
cannabis in South Africa
Heading Numbers
Zintaurs 10r recreational sale should be illegal in South Africa

Cannabis sales allow drug cartels to generate immense profits. Regarding black-market sales
of cannabis, according to Molero and Bloomberg (2023) a seizure of about 7000 pounds of
cannabis in the United States in 2023, has had an estimate of $28 million in value. Additionally,
“Marijuana legalization in Colorado and Washington has cost Mexican drug cartels an
estimated $2.7 billion in profits” (ProCon.org, 2023). While this information shows that while
black-market cannabis sales are profitable, the legalization would have an immense impact
on drug cartel's ability to profit.

Furthermore, marijuana is harmful to the health of individuals that use the substance.
Although, “research shows that smoking one marijuana joint is as damaging to the lungs as
five tobacco cigarettes” (ProCon.org, 2023). However, smoking marijuana has been found to
be harmful to individuals health when compared to the death toll to that of legal drugs such as
tobacco and alcohol have, deaths related to marijuana use are insignificant. For example, Bah
et al. (2004) states that roughly 20000 persons in South Africa die from tobacco use per year.
According to Parry et al. (2018) roughly 62000 individuals in South Africa died from
complications related to alcohol in 2015. While a comprehensive study compiled from 1998-
2021 in England by Copeland et al. (2021) It was found that 3455 persons had cannabis in
their system upon death. Furthermore only 136 of these cases only had cannabis in their
systems. While the majority of deaths were related to traumatic injuries. Only 14 cases found
that cannabis was used before deaths related to cardiac failure, aspiration and cerebral
haemorrhage. However, only in 1 case cannabis overdose was found to be the underlying and
immediate cause of death. Thus, cannabis is far less harmful than legal drugs such as tobacco
and alcohol. It is important to note that in South Africa there has not been a factual
article/research study concerning reported deaths of cannabis alone.

stly cannabis is seen as a gateway drug. An article by Williams (2020) states that the
consumption of cannabis by the youth functions as a gateway drug to more exireme
substances such as opiates. However, given the fact that "Globally, cannabis is the most
commonly used drug” (Peltzer et al., 2020). Should there not be an increase in the use of hard
drugs globally if cannabis really is the so-called gateway drug. In fact, research by Williams
(2020) has stated that other risk factors associated with the development of substance use
disorders include biological factors, mental characteristics and their symptoms, and social
factors that affect health, as well as combinations of high-risk genes that actively increase the
risk of uncontrollable drug use. Therefore, it is not necessarily cannabis that is the gateway
drug but the use of any substance including tobacco and alcohol with the combination of
various factors that leads to the use of hard drugs.
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Cannabis for recreational use and sale should be legalized in South Africa

Currently cannabis is decriminalized for recreational use in South Africa. However, for
economic reasons it should be legalized for recreational sale and use. Consider that according
to Hopkins (2017) a stupendous R3.5 billion had been expended on cannabis
related prosecutions in 2014-2015. While the street value of the cannabis seized was only
R1.5 billion. Given the fact that the money spent on prosecutions could be utilized to benefit
other government projects. Such as, development of the railway system, public transportation,
job creation efforts, prosecution of more serious crimes such as rape, murder corruption,
human trafficking or even basic service delivery. The potential relief on government spending
and benefits of job creation in terms of being able to legally sell recreational cannabis and its
revenue collection possibilities that government could implement; the legalization of cannabis
sales would only benefit the South African economy.

While citizens of South Africa are permitted to grow, consume and giveaway cannabis for
private use there is very little regulation in terms of the safety of the cannabis being home
grown. For instance, according to ProCon.org (2023) consumers obtaining cannabis via
unregulated means have little chance of identifying whether the substance has been properly
cultivated, stored or if it has harmful chemicals that may affect the user. With the legalization,
strict cannabis control and regulation policies can be put into place to minimize the potential
health risks harmful chemicals or moulds might have on the user and alleviate the potential
threat it might impose on hospitals that have to deal with poisoning from added chemicals and
lung infections from mouldy cannabis.

(2023, cited in O'Connell 202 ues that the commercialization of hemp-based substances,
apparel, and food items will assist in creating significant opportunities for economic growth.
Furthermore, Matiza (2023, cited in O'Connell 2023) which mentioned the growing market of
cannabis cultivation farm tours as well as cannabis friendly hotels across South Africa.
Considering that cannabis enthusiasts would engage in these tours, try these foods, stay at
these hotels and if recreational cannabis sale is legalized. The opportunity for cannabis
tourism and its revenue from not only the cannabis industry but the tourism, hotel and
ry would be ultimately beneficial to South Africa.

Recreational cannabis sales ggllld be an advantage to the tourism industry. Hence, Matiza

In conclusion the way forward is to fully legalize the sale of cannabis to adults for recreational
and medicinal purposes in South Africa. While medicinal sale is legal and regulated,
recreational sale should follow a similar process. Taking into the economic benefits that could
boost the gross domestic product of South Africa. The potential benefit to the local economic
develop of the country through taxation of profits from the cannabis industry. The health
benefits for users in the country in terms of safety standards to be imposed. The relief on the
health care system in terms of the safety regulations to be imposed on cannabis and the justice
system in terms of no longer having to incur as many unnecessary costs of prosecution for
the sale of cannabis. Furthermore, the plan of action should be to completely legalize
cannabis. To issue licenses for medical and recreational cultivation and sales. To impose a
taxation system on cannabis sales. To establish guidelines which cannabis cultivators/sellers
must adhere. To formulate policy which forces cultivators to adhere to standards and have
their products tested by the South African Health Products Regulatory Authority before sales
commence. As well as, to have cultivators be subject to testing of their products at any given
time. Fines should be imposed on cultivators that fail to adhere to the standards and in serious
offences their licenses revoked in addition to fines. Lastly, to establish educational
programmes on the safe use of cannabis for users or those intending to use.

Page | 2




Reference List

Bah, S., Bradshaw, D., Kielkowski, D., Peto, R., Sita & Urban, M. 2004. Tobacco
attributable deaths in South Africa. U.S. Natiorary of Medicine and
Witwatersrand University, South Africa. Available:
https://iwww.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1747967 /# :~:text=About%208%25%20
of%20all%20adult,year)%20were%20caused%20by%20smoking. [2023, September
28].

Bloomberg & Molero, G. 2023. In states like New York with legal cannabis, black market
marijuana is a growing problem: ‘it really is a constant battle”. Fortune. Available:
https:/ffortune.com/2023/07/24/cannabis-growing-black-market/ [2023, September 28].

Copeland, C.S., Englund, A., Morley, S., Rice, K. & Rock, K.L. 2022. Can cannabis kill?
Characteristics of deaths following cannabis use in England (1998-2020). Sage
Journals. Available: https:/journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/02698811221115760
[2023, September 28].

Hopkins, R. 2017. Police time and money go to pot. The Mail & Guardian. Available:
https://mg.co.za/article/2017-05-19-00-police-time-and-money-go-to-
pot/# i~ text=The%20Anti%2DDrug%20Alliance%20calculated.and%208398%20for%2
Ocourt%20proceedings. [2023, September 28].

O'Connell, R. 2023. As Amsterdam bows out, what will be the new capital of cannabis
tourism? National Geographic. Available:
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/amsterdam-marijuana-ban-cannabis-
tourism [2023, September 28].

Parry, C.D.H., Probst, C., Rehm, J. & Wittchen, H.U. 2018. The socioeconomic profile of
alcohol-attributable mortality in South Africa: A modelling study. U.S. National Library
of Medicine. Available: https://pubmed.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/29936909/ [2023, September
28].

Peltzer, K., Pengpid, S. & Ramlagan, S. 2021. Prevalence and correlates of non-daily and
daily cannabis use among persons 15 years and older in South Africa: Results of a
national survey in 2017. U.S. National Library of Medicine. Available:
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7980317/ [2023, September 28].

ProCon.org. 2023. Recreational Marijuana. Available: https://marijuana.procon.org/ [2023,
September 21].

Williams, A.R. 2020. Cannabis as a gateway drug for opioid use disorder. U.S. National
Library of Medicine. Available:
https://www.ncbi.nIm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC7359408/ [2023, September 28].

Page | 3




Positional Paper regarding Cannabis legalization.docx

GRADEMARK REPORT

FINAL GRADE

/100

GENERAL COMMENTS

ASSESSMENT
CRITERIA FOR POSITION PAPER

Maxi
mum

Mark

alloca
ted

Introduction (introduces the 20
position paper and highlight
the significance of the
particular position) and
Conclusion (provides a concise
summary of the position paper.

17

Academic contents (Provides a 40
critical analysis of text in
relation the arguments for and
against, critically analyses the
strengths and weaknesses of
each argument, insight
proposes a particular position
on the topic). The argument is
original, and the similarity do
not exceed 10 percent. Content
do not exceed 2 pages.

34

Technical care (style of 20
reference; bibliography), Use at
least 7 sources (journal articles
or books) that appears in both
text and bibliography. Use the
Harvard method consistently.
Textisin 11 pt Arial, 1.5 line
spacing and justified.

20

Language and presentation 10

General impression 10




TOTAL 100

PAGE 1
PAGE 2
PAGE 3
QM Heading Numbers
Headings must be numbered.
QM Sp.

Spelling error

QM Citation Needed
Cite Source:
Please use the link below to find links to information regarding specific citation styles:
http://www.plagiarism.org/plag_article_citation_styles.html

QM Citation Needed
Cite Source:
Please use the link below to find links to information regarding specific citation styles:
http://www.plagiarism.org/plag_article_citation_styles.html

QM Heading Numbers
Headings must be numbered.

QM Sp.

Spelling error

PAGE 4
QM Sp.
Spelling error
QM Heading Numbers

Headings must be numbered.

PAGE 5




. Comment 1

Good reference list.



